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The Inaugural FEPS Annual Autumn Academy  
Call for European Revival 

Preamble 
 

i. We, the undersigned, representatives of the progressive forces of Europe, in Brussels on the 7th-
10th of October for the inaugural FEPS Autumn Academy, 

ii. Guided by a belief that human rights; participatory approaches; transparency; gender equality; 
fairness; diversity; economic social and environmental justice must sit at the heart of a people’s 
Europe,   

iii. Concerned that a Europe undermined by catastrophic inequality; disaffection and scepticism; 
gender-based violence; rising nationalism and isolationism cannot survive; 

iv. Determined to confront the existential threat of climate breakdown; biodiversity collapse and the 
degradation of our soils and seas; 

v. Seeking effective and meaningful, cross European cooperation between all Progressive actors;  
vi. Determined to assert an action-oriented vision for European revival that creates a people-centred, 

equal, compassionate, empathetic and international Europe, 
vii. Call on our newly elected representatives in the European Parliament and European Commission, 

who wish to realise this vision with us, to deliver the below priorities as defined by our collective 
efforts at the FEPS Autumn Academy, 

 
Priorities 
 

a) Urgently declare an inequality emergency within the European Union and mobilise all institutions 
of the Union to eradicate poverty and realise a decent standard of living for all; 

b) Reject unconditionally the reinstatement of any hard border on the island of Ireland or British 
Overseas Territory of Gibraltar and put people’s interests first in seeking a resolution to the Brexit 
crisis, in particular those EU citizens living in the United Kingdom; 

c) Build capacity and make available the necessary supports to member states to eliminate gender-
based violence within the European Union by 2025; 

d) Create an unemployment insurance benefit scheme financed by new taxation on accumulated 
fortunes above EUR 10 million on EU level in order to offset the problems of job automation and 
problems related to the “race to the bottom” between member states; 

e) Finance a Green New Deal for member states based on the Climate Pact for the European Union1; 
f) Create the enabling environment to a Just Transition to a zero-carbon future by building local 

wealth through procurement practices that give social and environmental externalities an equal 
weight to economic value; 

g) Foster fair management of migration in order to protect rights, dignity and fair living conditions for 
refugees; 

h) Vigorously support community led local development in young democracies across Europe to 
nurture a sense of European citizenship, international solidarity and greater cohesion within the 
Union; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 More information available at : https://www.pacte-climat.eu/en/the-call/ 
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Shaping Progressive Political Priorities for the 2019-2024 EU mandate 

 

 
About FEPS AAA (first edition, Monday, 7th October – Thursday 10th October 2019, Brussels, Belgium) 
 

The FEPS Annual Autumn Academy (AAA) has been established by FEPS – Foundation for European 

Progressive Studies in order to connect in an instructive, inspiring debate, politicians and stakeholders of 

the local, regional, national and the European levels.  

 

The focus of the initiative is to provide participants with crucial insights, knowledge and learning 

opportunities that derive from being submerged into an intense, multilateral European policy experience 

powered by FEPS and its network of experts. To that end, in electoral years such as 2019, the FEPS AAA will 

be an occasion for the participants to interact with the newly elected Members of the European Parliament 

and political representatives of the European Progressive family from other European Institutions. 

 

Although the 2019 edition is the first one ever, it has become the largest closed event in the history of 

FEPS with the proportionally most robust and diverse list of honourable speakers  intervening in a frame 

of three days. To that end, it is a great kick off of an initiative, which FEPS aspires to pursue, consolidate 

and extend in the years to come.   

 

The objective of FEPS AAA is threefold:  

 

• To connect politicians and stakeholders from across the governance levels , helping to forge 

mutual understanding, coherence and greater cooperation within the Progressive family across the 

European Union; 

• To offer an educational opportunity and a training regarding selected issues, equipping 

participants with new knowledge about diverse subjects (as also different perspectives); relevant 

insights from the Brussels-based stakeholders and a European narrative they could use about the 

subject returning to their respective contexts and countries; 

• To create a greater link among the European Progressives, enlarging herewith also the network 

and hereafter potential to (inter)act.  

 

The three building blocks of the first edition of the FEPS AAA are: 

 

• EU after the elections and the political panorama of today;  

• Priorities of the Progressive Family for the 2019-2024 EU mandate;  

• Specific country-case studies, EU policy fields and the EU institutions. 
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LIST OF SIGNATORIES 

 
1. Josh ABEY, Researcher at the Fabian Society, United Kingdom.   
2. Mirela AHMETOVIć, Mayor of Omišalj Municipality from SDP, Croatia. 
3. Sanchia ALASIA, PES Women Executive Member and CoR Member, United Kingdom 
4. Kim BERG, Member of Parliament, SDP, Finland.   
5. Sandris BERGMANIS, Deputy of Riga City Council and Saskana Member of the Board, 

Latvia. 
6. Gustav BJÖRKLUND LARSEN, Programme Manager at the Olof Palme International 

Center, Sweden.  @Palmecenter 
7. Luca BURGSTALLER, Member of the regional parliament in Carinthia, SPÖ, Austria. 
8. Mihai CARADAICA, Member of the City Council of Bucharest, Romania. 
9. Tiago CUNHA, Activist, YES - Young European Socialists, Portugal.   
10. Olivier DEMOURES, S&D Ambassador for the S&D Group during the European election’s 

campaign in Budapest, France.   
11. Isabella DRAXLER, Assistant General Secretary Junge Generation in de SPÖ, Austria.   
12. Berenice FARRUGIA, Ministry Coordinator, Minister for European Affairs and Equality, 

Malta. 
13. Marisa FERREIRA, Activist, YES - Young European Socialists, Portugal.   
14. Andrea FERNÁNDEZ, Member of Parliament, PSOE, Spain.   
15. Gabriel FORMAN, Foreign Secretary of the MSD - Young Social Democrats, Czech 

Republic. 
16. Matevz FRANGEZ, Founding Member of Progresiva and SD Head of Strategic 

Communication, Slovenia. 
17. Sebastian GAJEWSKI, Member of the Board of Centrum Ignacego Daszynskiego, Assistant 

Professor at the University of Warsaw, Poland. 
18. Balázs GULYÁZS, PES Activist and Volunteer in the FEPS AAA Team, Hungary. 
19. Sabina GLASOVAC, Member of the Croatian Parliament, SDP, Croatia.   
20. Katica GLAMUZINA, Vice-President of the Main Board of SDP, Croatia. 
21. Hannelore GOEMAN, Member of the Flemish Parliament, SPA, Belgium. 
22. Roland GÚR, President of the Control Commission, IUSY, Hungary.   
23. Stella V. GRAHEK, Student of Political Science at the Faculty of Social Sciences of the 

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.   
24. Anton JORDÅS, Association Secretary, SSU, Sweden. 
25. Lasse Juhl MORTHORST, Freelance writer and researcher within global socio-politics, 

migration/refugee issues, development, and human rights, Denmark. 
26. Josko KLISOVIC, Dean of the Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International 

Relations and Diplomacy, Croatia 
27. Daniel KALLO, among the youngest MSZP candidates for the EP elections, Hungary. 
28. Igors KLAVINš, Board Member Progressives, Latvia. 
29. Mojca KLEVA KEKUS, President of Progressiva and former Member of the European 

Parliament, Slovenia. 
30. Harry KOLLER, Director of Renner Institut Corinthia, Austria 
31. Kadri KÕUSAAR, Member of Tallinn City Council, Estonia. 
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32. Pia LOCATELLI, Socialist International Women Honorary President and Socialist 
International Vice-President, Italy. 

33. Agnese LOGINA, Board Member Progressives, Latvia. 
34. Enma LOPEZ, Councilor for the Socialist Municipal Group in Madrid City Council, Spain 
35. Seán McCABE, TASC Expert, Climate Policy and Sustainable Development and Candidate 

in upcoming General Elections, Ireland. 
36. Holly McKEEVER, Cork County Councillor for the Social Democrats, Ireland. 
37. Vito Carlo MICENE, Member of the Board and Treasurer, PD Modena, Italy. 
38. Jairo MOLINA, former PES Policy Advisor, Spain. 
39. Harun MUHAREMOVIC, City Councillor of Brønby, Denmark. 
40. Eva MURRAY, Scottish Labour and Co-operative Councilor on Glasgow City Council, 

United Kingdom. 
41. Manvinder PAL GILL, Lawyer at Rieger & Wall, Austria. 
42. Olivia POLSKI, Deputy Mayor in charge of Commerce in Paris, France 
43. Judit RIERA, Member of Sant Joan Despí City Council, Spain. 
44. Julie ROSENKILDE, Head of Secretariat at the NGO called New Europe, Denmark 
45. Alexandra SANDERSON, Director of External Affairs and Events at the Fabian Society, 

United Kingdom. 
46. Iveta SERS, Head of office to MEP N.Ušakovs S&D Group, Latvia 
47. Chiara SCUVERA, Secretary Federation of Pavia Partito Democratico and Member of 

National Commission for the Reform of PD, Italy. 
48. Aurelia SERFEZI, Associated Member of FSD Network, Romania. 
49. Omar SHEHATA, Member of the Board and Chairman of the group for migration and 

diversity of the SDP Frankfurt, as also Vice-President of SPD Hessen, Germany. 
50. Katerina SKOV, Vice-President of the PES Women, Denmark. 
51. Anna TODOROVA, Regional leader, Sofia District, Bulgarian Socialists Youth Union, 

Bulgaria 
52. Stine TOFT PEDERSEN, Inequalities analyst at The Economic Council of the Labour 

Movement, Denmark. 
53. Siim TUISK, Member of Tallinn City Council, Estonia 
54. Sebastian WIERZBICKI, Vice President of SLD and President of SLD Warsaw, Poland.  
55. Mavie WALLNER, Former Assistant to the Former S&D Group President Udo Bullman, 

Austria. 
56. Remy VAN AANHOLT, Project coordinator on behalf of PvdA chairperson, The 

Netherlands.  
57. Antoine VAN LUNE, Board Member of Rainbow Rose, PvdA, The Netherlands. 
58. Kasper VANPOUCKE, Political Advisor, Research, Monitoring and Networking in the 

Office of the Secretary General of the S&D Group; and Member of the Local Council of 
Brasschaat, SPA, Belgium.  

59. Maria VASILIADOU, Deputy President Socialist Party EDEK, Cyprus. 
60. Vilma VAITIEKUNAITE, Presidium Member and Council Member, Lithuanian Social 

Democratic Party, Lithuania. 
61. Maxim VEYS, Member of Flemish Parliament, SPA, Belgium 
62. Petar VITANOV, Member of the European Parliament in S&D Group, BSP, Bulgaria. 
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